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A Trek in Geoenvironmental Engineering: 

At the Interface of Academia and Industry 

My career path in geoenvironmental engineering is rooted in experiences I had as a boy growing up 

in northeast Pennsylvania, mentors that I had at Lehigh University (undergraduate) and the Universi-

ty of Texas at Austin (graduate school), and interactions with professionals in practice. This presen-

tation provides a walk through my career, with an emphasis on how mentors influenced my career 

path, and how professionals that I interacted with influenced my ability to practice at the interface of 

academia and industry. The presentation also illustrates how opportunities present themselves, and 

how choices to pursue them open doors that could only have been imagined. I also discuss why I 

chose to engage in leadership, and how leadership experiences have provided opportunities that 

might not otherwise been available. 

About the Speaker 

Dean Craig H Benson has led UVA Engineering since 2015, and the school has made significant 

strides under his leadership. Prior to his appointment at UVA, Benson was a Wisconsin Distinguished Profes-

sor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he held college-level and university-level leadership posi-

tions. He is a member of the US National Academy of Engineering (NAE) and the National Academy of In-

ventors (NAI) and a Fellow in the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). 300 schol-

arly papers and has received multiple research awards, including the Ralph B. Peck Award, the Walter L. 

Huber Civil Engineering Research Prize, the Alfred Noble Prize, the J. James R. Croes Medal (twice), the 

Thomas A. Middlebrooks Award (twice), the Collingwood Prize, and the Arthur Casagrande Professional De-

velopment Award from the American Society of Civil Engineers. From ASTM International, he has received 

the Award of Merit, the Ivan Johnson Award for Outstanding Achievement and the Best Practical Paper 

Award (twice).  

https://tinyurl.com/BensonCV  


